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1) Why is the Panama Canal a “modern marvel”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) What were the “monsters” of the seemingly paradise-like Panama? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) Malaria posed one of the greatest threats to the canal workers. What is malaria? How is it 
transmitted? How is it treated? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4) American workers & Panamanian workers labored under different conditions. Why were 
American workers better paid & housed than Panamanian &Caribbean workers? What role did 
racism play in the construction of the Panama Canal? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5) What were some obstacles encountered & overcome in the construction of the Panama Canal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6) Why did the United States & other countries feel the canal was necessary? What are the benefits 
of the canal? What are the drawbacks? 

 
 
 
 
 



7) What is the purpose of the locks constructed for the canal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8) How does the construction & maintenance of the canal represent a perfect balance between 
technology & teamwork? Are there any other structures that can be described this way? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9) What were some past political issues faced because of the canal? What political issues are we 
dealing with today related to the canal? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10) What is the military value of the canal? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11) Why couldn’t the Panama Canal be constructed today? 


